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Advent Activities
The Season of Advent includes the four Sundays before Christmas and ends on
Christmas Eve. For this year, the Sundays of Advent are November 27, December 4,
December 11, and December 18. Some of the upcoming activities on our church
calendar include the following:
•

•

•

•

•

•
•

We will continue the tradition of lighting the candles of the Advent Wreath
during each Advent Sunday service and for the Christmas Eve service.
On Wednesday, December 7, the Diaconate will sponsor an evening where the
congregation is invited to dinner, followed by the decorating of the Chrismon
Tree.
On Sunday, December 11, the annual Children’s Christmas Program will be
presented during morning worship. Jackie Meadors is directing this program
On Sunday, December 18, our choir will present a number of special musical
selections. Following the service, the Presbyterian Women will host a reception
to honor our choir and choir director. Also, be sure to return to SPC at 5:30
when we'll gather for Christmas caroling to our shut-ins and then finish up with
pizza and fellowship.
December 18 will also be the Sunday in which we will have poinsettias placed
around the base of the cross in our sanctuary. Order forms will be available in
the bulletin (Nov. 27, Dec. 4 and 11). Anyone wishing to purchase one of more
poinsettias in honor or memory of individuals can do so by completing a form
and placing it in the offering plate. The cost is $12.00 per plant.
A Christmas Eve service will be held on Saturday, December 24 at 7:00 p.m.
Christmas Day falls on Sunday, December 25. Our regular worship service will
be held at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday Morning.

Our Mission — To be a bridge to Christ through faith and service • Our Vision — When
SPC is faithful in accomplishing its mission, people will know that Christ is at work in their lives and
follow Him. • We Value — Being accepting, caring, outreaching, Spirit-led, and willing to serve
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Austin Holland (Dec. 3)
Alli Johnson (Dec. 15)
David Rollins (Dec. 31)

♦
♦
♦

♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Gerry & Helen Zekert (Dec. 2)
Paul & Michelle Elich (Dec. 31)

♦
♦

♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

The Suffolk Presbyterian Scroll is a publication
of Suffolk Presbyterian Church in Suffolk, VA.
The Scroll is published 11 times a year under
the direction of the Administration/
Communication Ministry Team of the SPC
Session.
News items should be submitted to the newsletter editor in one of the following ways:
• email at office.suffolkpcusa@verizon.net

•
•

mail to the church address
newsletter editor’s mailbox in church
office

Editor: Laura Farmer,
Administrative Assistant

John & Jeanne Banks
Kyle Banks
Lowen Bowen
Mary Edmonds
Anne Faszewski
Robert Munro
Greg Ryan
Mary Jane Willis
Stella Zaja
Karen Zekert

Nick Meadors
JB Persons
Christian Sictor (Jim &
Shirley’s grandson)
♦ Glenn Smith (Betty
Chapman’s grandson)
♦ Greg Vernon (Joyce
Jordan’s grandson)
♦ Eric Zimmerman
♦
♦
♦

Thank you for your service!
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News Briefs
The next Presbyterian Women meeting is on Monday, December 12 at 7:30 pm.
Please note that the deadline for the January edition of The Scroll is two days earlier
than usual—Sunday, December 18.
The following items are needed for the Food Pantry: cereal, pop tarts, snacks for
children (greatly needed), liquid popsicles, pancake mix/syrup, juice boxes, and
canned fruit.

PNC Asks for Prayers and Patience
The Pastor Nominating Committee seeks your prayers and patience, especially as
we enter Advent and the busy holiday season. Your PNC is continuing to review
Pastor Information Forms and interview candidates in the midst of the already hectic
schedules for the PNC members and potential pastors for our church.
We continue to focus on scripture from Jeremiah 29:11: "For surely, I know the
plans I have for you, says the Lord." Pray that your PNC will discern those plans and
find the pastor that God has mind for Suffolk Presbyterian Church.
-

Susie Stoughton

Administrative Office Hours
Laura Farmer’s regular office hours are Wednesdays from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm,
Thursdays from 9:30 am to 1:30 pm, and Fridays from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm. If
you would like to contact her directly, please email
office.suffolkpcusa@verizon.net.

Moved? New Phone Number? Not in the SPC Directory?
We’re trying to make sure our newsletter and other SPC mailings get to the right address. And, we
want to make sure we have the right information in our church directory.
So, if you have moved or have a new phone number, please contact Laura Farmer,
Administrative Assistant, at office.suffolkpcusa@verizon.net or 539-3213.
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Chrismon Tree Decorating
We would like to invite everyone to the annual Chrismon Tree
Decorating event which will take place on Wednesday evening,
Dec.7, at 5:30. We will eat a variety of soups and chilis which will be
provided by the deacons followed by the decorating of the tree and
plenty of fellowship. If you would like to make a Chrismon ornament
of your own to put on the tree, please see Betsy Butler or one of the
other Deacons. It is a truly fun event and we hope to see everyone
there!

Compassionate Outreach
On Monday, Nov. 14, SPC delivered a Thanksgiving dinner food
basket to Edmarc. Providing the fixings for a meal for Thanksgiving
helped an Edmarc family tremendously. Don't forget we will doing
the same thing in December by providing a Christmas dinner food
basket. Food for this basket is due by Dec. 11th.

COATS FOR THE COMMUNITY It is time once again to
gear up for the annual coat drive. Suffolk Christian Church
will distribute on two days Jan. 21 and Jan. 23. Please
consider buying a new coat for the project or donate any gently
used coats from your closet. We also have a need for larger
adult sized coats, as well as hats, scarfs, gloves and mittens for
children and adults. Please place in the box marked Coats for
the Community. We hope that you will pray for this project,
and that the recipients of a winter coat well feel the warmth of
God's love.
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LWW team plans fourth installation in Guatemala
Thanks to the generous support of church family and friends, SPC is planning to install a fourth
water purification system in Guatemala.
Your Living Waters for the World team is waiting for information from LWW contacts in
Guatemala to finalize details for the location and date of a potential site. Part of the team will be
traveling to El Paso de los Jalapas in February or early spring for the final inspection of the 2015
installation at the village's middle school. The team hopes to use that trip to establish a covenant with
new partners.
In October, SPC celebrated its 10th anniversary in mission with Living Waters for the World.
Supporters attended a barbecue dinner and dessert auction to meet Miriam Mazariegos, our long-time
contact, advisor and friend from Guatemala. Miriam, who had been our in-country coordinator for
LWW, is now providing continuing education for the system operators in Guatemala.
Auctioneer Skip Irby, one of our newly trained LWW team members, prompted diners to take
home delicious baked goods to treat their families and help support families in Guatemala. Miriam,
dressed in a traditional Guatemalan outfit, expressed appreciation for the assistance for the people in
her country.
Supporters raised $2,763.50 at the dinner and dessert auction and another $557.70 through the fall
plant sale and miscellaneous donations. Along with money on hand, those funds will be used to offset
the approximately $5,000 needed for system parts and supplies and the team's in-country costs. The
team's travel to and from Guatemala creates additional expense.
SPC has worked with partners in Guatemala to install systems in a Presbyterian Church and an
elementary school in La Estancia de la Virgin and the middle school in El Paso de los Jalapas.
Watch for news of our next installation site and plan to support the LWW spring plant sale and
other fund-raising efforts. Thanks for being part of the mission to install sustainable clean water
systems to provide safe drinking water for thousands of children and families in Guatemala!
By Susie Stoughton
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Narthex Gets Welcoming Makeover
The narthex renovation is nearing completion and already the entry space is sparkling
with a new, welcoming look. Work left to be completed include bathroom door frame
painting and electrical wiring for the new outlet boxes. A new console will replace the
existing table along the parlor wall to become the visitor focal point.
Many hands have been put to work for this makeover and special thanks go to the
steering team of Jack Stoughton, Mac Keever, Cheryl Taylor, and Lisa Morrison,
cushions by Nancy Cisco and Nancy Sharp, and painters/ceiling installers, Mac
Keever, Lisa Morrison, Jeff Persons, Rob Saunders, Jack Stoughton, Susie
Stoughton, Don White, Nancy White, Bruce Sharp, Gary Williams, and Chris
Irby. Great job, y'all!

Stewardship Update
Happy chatter filled the narthex and about 40+ hungry parishioners chowed down on
plenty of soup, salad, and desserts for our Celebration/Stewardship Sunday luncheon on
Nov. 9. Many thanks to the Deacons and others who helped to provide the desserts and
serve the soup. In glory to God, seventeen financial pledges were received that day and
three more have been received for a total of nearly $70,000. If you are still considering
a pledge, please know that your pledge will be gratefully received and will be a big
help to the Session as it deliberates the 2017 budget.
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December 2016
Suffolk Presbyterian Church

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

Fri

Sat

2

3

Care-A-Van

AA

9

10

Care-A-Van

AA

16

17

Care-A-Van

AA

23

24

7:15 PM Choir

The deadline for the January edition of The
Scroll is Sunday, December 18.

4
9:45 AM Sunday
School
11 AM Worship
Holy Communion

5

6

7
5:30 PM Chrismon Tree Decorating
7 PM LWW
Team

8
7:15 PM Choir

Aerobics
AA

Bridge

Aerobics

11

12

13

14

15

9:45 AM Sunday
School
11 AM Worship
& Children's
Christmas Program

7:30 PM Presbyterian Women

6 PM
Diaconate Mtg
7 PM
Session Mtg

7:15 PM Choir

Aerobics
AA

Pilot Club
Bridge

Aerobics

18

19

20

21

9:45 AM Sunday
School
11 AM Worship
& Special Choir
Music
12 PM Choir
Reception
5:30 PM Caroling

25

7:15 PM Choir

Christmas Eve
7 PM Christmas
Eve Worship

Aerobics
AA

Bridge

Aerobics

26

27

28

AA

29

30

7:15 PM Choir

Christmas Day
9:45 AM Sunday
School
11 AM Worship

22

Aerobics
AA

Bridge

Aerobics

31
New Year’s Eve

Care-A-Van

Suffolk Presbyterian Church
410 North Broad Street
Suffolk, Virginia 23434

Visit our website!

suffolkpresbyterian.org

Suffolk
Presbyterian Church
Church Office:
757.539.3213
Office E-mail:
office.suffolkpcusa@verizon.net
E-Mail:
suffolkpcusa@verizon.net

SUNDAY SCHOOL
9:45 AM
WORSHIP
11 AM

Upcoming Events:
December 7—Chrismon Tree Decorating
December 7—LWW Team
December 11—Children’s Christmas Program
December 12—Presbyterian Women
December 14—Diaconate Meeting
December 14—Session Meeting
December 18—Special Choir Music & Choir
Reception
December 18—Caroling
December 24—Christmas Eve Worship
Find us on Facebook
Search for Suffolk Presbyterian

