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From the Pastor
Rev. Julie Sterling

One of my prized possessions is an
ornamental sweet pea vine growing at the foot of my
front porch. I started this plant a couple of years
ago from some seed my mother gave me from her
plant at home. Her plant was started from seed her
own mother gave her from the family farm. It
seems happy in its new home in Virginia. It has
grown two feet in the past few months. It hasn’t
bloomed yet, but if it is anything like my mother’s,
it will be a thing of beauty.
Whenever I see sweet peas I think of home.
They are a reminder of my childhood and family
memories. Having them welcome me when I go
through the front door makes the distance from my
family easier to handle. They are also a reflection of
three generations of gardeners. These seeds have
been passed on time and time again and have
created a thing of beauty.
This time of year it is hard not to notice the
bountiful harvests around us. The church mission
garden is producing more this year than ever. It is a
true blessing to a wonderful ministry for our church.
No matter where you are in the community, fresh
produce is plentiful. The other day our neighbor
brought over fresh tomatoes and cucumbers. We
were so thankful. There is nothing better than home
grown veggies.
The bountiful harvest of the moment can
teach us a great deal about our own life with God.

God’s blessings are all around. It also is a lesson in
good stewardship. From the beginning of our story
with God, we are called to plant, tend, and care for
God’s creation. It is a gift we share and it is
amazing what can be accomplished with abundant
rain, good soil, sun, hard work, and faith.
Suffolk Presbyterian Church is a community
fit for a bountiful harvest. We have a good
foundation and loving souls willing to plant the
seeds of hope. We must take the time to consider
what seeds would flourish in our community. You
wouldn’t plant a shade plant in the hot sun and
expect it to thrive. Also, we need to find ministries
and mission that are close to our hearts. I came
across a reading in my devotional this week that said
we must meet somewhere between the struggles of
this world and the passions of our soul. We are all
more likely to take time and nurture ministries that
we enjoy being part of and help us grow in faith too.
I believe together we can build a church that
is both pleasing to God and a joy for us to take part
in. The bountiful harvest is just beginning. I’m
looking forward to developing my green thumb with
you and I’m excited to watch this ministry grow.

Rev. Julie Sterling

Our Mission — To be a bridge to Christ through faith and service • Our Vision — When
SPC is faithful in accomplishing its mission, people will know that Christ is at work in their lives and
follow Him. • We Value — Being accepting, caring, outreaching, Spirit-led, and willing to serve
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Nancy Sharp (Aug. 1)
Quincey Zimmerman (Aug. 2)
Brooke Johnson (Aug. 10)
Caitlin Kershner (Aug. 13)
Lou Ventura (Aug. 15)
Betsy Butler (Aug. 23)
Chris Irby (Aug. 26)
Alexandria Meadors (Aug. 26)
Susie Piland (Aug. 26)
Nancy Bird (Aug. 29)
Nancy Cisco (Aug. 30)
Jervone Bowens (Aug. 31)
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Jeff & Maryanne Persons (Aug. 15)
Don & Nancy White (Aug. 15)
Eric & Julie Sterling (Aug. 17)
Beth & Mac Keever (Aug. 21)
Alison & Jeff Super (Aug. 22)
Jeanne & John Banks (Aug. 30)

The Suffolk Presbyterian Scroll is a publication
of Suffolk Presbyterian Church in Suffolk, VA.
The Scroll is published 12 times a year under
the direction of the Administration/
Communication Ministry Team of the SPC
Session.
News items should be submitted to the newsletter editor in one of the following ways:
• email at office.suffolkpcusa@verizon.net

•
•

mail to the church address
newsletter editor’s mailbox in church
office

Editor: Laura Farmer,
Administrative Assistant
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John & Jeanne Banks
Jeff Persons and family
The family of Rob Saunders
Sarah Bowen
Sabina Faszewski
Karen Byrum
Jane Hogan
Blake McConnel
Richard Messier
Ellen Moon
Gene Munro
Barbara Bayley Shefelton
Earlene Sprouse
Mary Jane Willis
Stella Zaja

Nick Meadors
JB Persons
Christian Sictor (Jim &
Shirley’s grandson)
♦ Glenn Smith (Betty
Chapman’s grandson)
♦ Greg Vernon (Joyce
Jordan’s grandson)
♦ Eric Zimmerman
♦
♦
♦

Thank you for your service!
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News Briefs
Nobody Fights Alone!
Please donate new or gently used purses for a purse sale on Saturday, September 30 at 8:30 am in
the church yard of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. The Sentara Obici Auxiliary will pick up purses
from the church.
100% of proceeds from Nobody Fights Alone benefit cancer patients who live in Suffolk and
surrounding areas and those who work with the Sentara Obici Hospital Oncology Nurse Navigator
to assess their financial needs and hardships.

Mission Garden
By the end of July, we should be blessed with over 200 pounds of produce harvested from the
mission garden. We thank everyone for their time and prayers with this living ministry of the
church. It’s wonderful to see our church resources helping so many in our community!

If you have flowers in your yard that you are willing to allow us to cut, to adorn the sanctuary on
Sundays, please call Beth or Mac Keever.

Administrative Office Hours
Laura Farmer’s regular office hours are Wednesdays from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm,
Thursdays from 9:30 am to 1:30 pm, and Fridays from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm. If
you would like to contact her directly, please email
office.suffolkpcusa@verizon.net.

Moved? New Phone Number? Not in the SPC Directory?
We’re trying to make sure our newsletter and other SPC mailings get to the right address. And, we
want to make sure we have the right information in our church directory.
So, if you have moved or have a new phone number,
please contact Laura Farmer, Administrative
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Everything's 25₵
₵ Yard Sale
Benefiting Foodbank of Southeastern Virginia
Friday Sept 8—Sorting Party
Saturday, Sept. 9 from 8 am to 12 pm
Bring your closet treasures to the Betty Hahn Room. More details to
follow in the coming weeks.
For more information, contact Jackie Meadors.

Family Game Night A Success
I’m happy to announce that the narthex was filled close to capacity for Family Game Night.
The evening included a pot luck followed by outdoor games and activities as well as board games
inside. It was a wonderful evening for fun and fellowship and we had some new faces grace our
doors. From the looks of things we have some talented young Corn Hole and Badminton players.
Fellowship night events are great way to build connections as a faith community. As a
congregation it is important to have times to gather besides worship time on Sunday morning. Events
such as game night create an environment that welcomes fun and laughter. It also gives us the time
and opportunity to visit and enjoy one another more casually.
Thank you to everyone who made this evening a success. Our congregation is blessed with
members willing to volunteer! We would like to lift up a special thanks to Chis and Skip Irby for their
help organizing and setting up.
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August 2017
Suffolk Presbyterian Church

Sun

Mon

Tue

1

Wed

2

Thu

3

Fri

4

6 PM Prayer
Group
7:15 PM Choir

6

7

Bridge

Aerobics

8

9

10 AM Worship

Aerobics
AA

Pilot Club
Bridge

Aerobics

14

15

16

10 AM Worship

20

Officers Retreat

AA
Bridge

10

11

12

AA
Bridge

17

18

19

6 PM Prayer
Group
7:15 PM Choir
Aerobics
AA

Bridge

Aerobics

21

22

23

10 AM Worship

27

5

6 PM Prayer
Group

Holy Communion

13

Sat

AA
Bridge

24

25

26

6 PM Prayer
Group

Aerobics
AA

Bridge

Aerobics

28

29

30

10 AM Worship

AA
Bridge

31
6 PM Prayer
Group

Aerobics
AA

Bridge

Aerobics

Upcoming events…
Sept. 9—Yard Sale
Sept. 10—Rally Day

Suffolk Presbyterian Church
410 North Broad Street
Suffolk, Virginia 23434

Visit our website!

suffolkpresbyterian.org

Suffolk
Presbyterian Church
Reverend Julie Sterling
Pastor
Church Office:
757.539.3213
Office E-mail:
office.suffolkpcusa@verizon.net
E-Mail:
suffolkpcusa@verizon.net

SUMMER WORSHIP
10 AM

Upcoming Events:
August 5—Officers Retreat
August 3 & 17—Choir
August 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31—Prayer Group
September 9—Yard Sale
September 10—Rally Day

Find us on Facebook
Search for Suffolk Presbyterian

