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From the Pastor
Rev. Julie Sterling

The New Year is close by. With the
changing of the calendar we are met with new
hopes and challenges for 2018. Many of us
take this time as a moment of renewal. We
want the start the New Year on the right foot.
Some might decide to shed some unwanted
pounds “gifted” to us during the holiday
season. Others might add a needed exercise
regimen to the mix. No matter what the New
Year brings, there is something good in a
fresh start.
The wonderful part of this time of year
is the newness found in our Christian life. As
we wind down the Christmas season, the
message of good news is fresh in our heart.
The promise of Advent is etched in our hearts.
The gift of peace, hope, joy, and love is the
gift that keeps on giving. With the New
Year, new challenges, new hopes, the promise
of God’s love does not fade.
Our New Year as a church will be a
time of good news. When we are led by faith
and love, there is no other path. Yes, there
will be challenges. God seems to bless us
with hurdles every once in a while to help us
grow and become our full potential. Yet, I

know this congregation will work and pray
together to be the best living presence of God.
I also know this year will be full of times of
laughter and great joy. We are a church of
love! That is a fact.
My hope for you this coming year is to
be unafraid of what comes next. Newness at
times can be uncomfortable. But in every
challenge is a blessing. Be the church that
prays together. Be the church that laughs and
loves. Be the church that embraces each
member as family.
Blessings to each and every one of
you. This past year has brought me great joy
and I’m so proud of each and every one of
you. I am excited to see what the New Year
brings. I can’t wait to see what God has in
store for us this year and how this church will
grow!
Blessings,

Rev. Julie Sterling

Our Mission — To be a bridge to Christ through faith and service • Our Vision — When
SPC is faithful in accomplishing its mission, people will know that Christ is at work in their lives and
follow Him. • We Value — Being accepting, caring, outreaching, Spirit-led, and willing to serve
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♦

Doc Crusenberry (Jan. 4)
Jane Sommers (Jan. 5)
Gaby Bryce (Jan. 7)
Gary Williams (Jan. 7)
Eric Zimmerman (Jan. 10)
Eric Sterling (Jan. 11)
Gerry Zekert (Jan. 14)
Dollie Pennington (Jan. 21)
Cathy Quate (Jan. 21)
Lisa Morrison (Jan. 24)
Jeanne Banks (Jan. 26)
Rick Johnson (Jan. 29)
Nancy White (Jan. 29)

♦

Matt & Amy King (Jan. 9)

♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

The Suffolk Presbyterian Scroll is a publication
of Suffolk Presbyterian Church in Suffolk, VA.
The Scroll is published 12 times a year under
the direction of the Administration/
Communication Ministry Team of the SPC
Session.
News items should be submitted to the newsletter editor in one of the following ways:
• email at office.suffolkpcusa@verizon.net

•
•

mail to the church address
newsletter editor’s mailbox in church
office

Editor: Laura Farmer,
Administrative Assistant

♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Fran Alwood
Larry Coleman
Josie Crosby
Bill Dawson
Lila Florance
Sherry Jeffords
Blake McConnel
Richard Messier
The family of Everett Scott
Barbara Bayley Shefelton
Jack White
Mary Jane Willis
Stella Zaja

Nick Meadors
JB Persons
Christian Sictor (Jim &
Shirley’s grandson)
♦ Glenn Smith (Betty
Chapman’s grandson)
♦ Greg Vernon (Joyce
Jordan’s grandson)
♦ Eric Zimmerman
♦
♦
♦

Thank you for your service!
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News Briefs
The next Presbyterian Women meeting is on Monday, January 8
at 7:30 pm.

If you have a prayer request, or need to update a request, please email the church
office at office.suffolkpcusa@verizon.net. You may also write prayer requests on the
whiteboard outside of the church office.

Administrative Office Hours
Laura Farmer’s regular office hours are Wednesdays from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm,
Thursdays from 9:30 am to 1:30 pm, and Fridays from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm. If
you would like to contact her directly, please email
office.suffolkpcusa@verizon.net.

Moved? New Phone Number? Not in the SPC Directory?
We’re trying to make sure our newsletter and other SPC mailings get to the right address. And, we
want to make sure we have the right information in our church directory.
So, if you have moved or have a new phone number, please contact Laura Farmer,
Administrative Assistant, at office.suffolkpcusa@verizon.net or 539-3213.
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Celebrate the Gift
With Epiphany near, we turn to our thoughts to our Savior’s birth and the gifts of the magi.
The Christ child came to earth with such humble beginnings. People came from miles around to see
and worship the new-born King. We often fail to remember those that travelled miles and miles to
bring special gifts to the baby Jesus. We want to celebrate the “gifts of the magi” on January 7 by
bringing gifts for the little ones that we have had worshiping with our church family. In the last few
months we have had four little ones under the age of two in our midst. They are such blessings to their
families and to us. We would like to express our love and affection for them. So, on January 7, when
we celebrate Epiphany, when the Magi presented their gifts to the Christ child, the Presbyterian Women would like to present a gift to each of these four precious human gifts.
At the same time, we are mindful that there are children born who don’t have the bare necessities to meet their baby needs. We ask for donations also for the Newborns-In-Need (NIN) project of
the community. We have supported NIN in the past and have made contact with them again. The need
continues to try to help mothers who have little if any support after their baby is born. The list of items
needed is in this newsletter. Also included is a list to show you what is included in the Essentials Kits
that are given to the mothers before they leave the hospital. As you are shopping over the next few
weeks please consider purchasing some of the items to bring to the church. A basket for NIN will be
put out in the narthex, and they will be dedicated and blessed on January 7.
Contents of each NIN Essential Kit:
2 bibs
2 receiving blankets
1 baby bottle
2 burp cloths
24 diapers
1 infant hat
1 tote or diaper bag
2 onesies
2 infant sleepers or gowns
1 infant outfit
1 pacifier
1 baby wash (unscented)
3 pairs of infant socks
2 baby washcloths
1 package baby wipes
1 changing pad
1 blanket (afghan, fleece, or quilt)
Contents of each Newborn Kit:
1 blanket (afghan, fleece, or quilt), 1 infant hat, 1 sweater, & 1 pair booties/socks
Newborns in Need South Hampton Roads Chapter can use:
• Sleepers, gowns, undershirts, and onesies (newborn or 0-three months)
• Clothing new (newborn,0-3 size) and gently used from newborn-12 months
• Receiving blankets, quilts, fleece blankets, and afghans (30 X 30 to 36 X 36)
• Socks, booties
• Bibs, burp cloths, pacifiers, and bottles – BPA free
• Baby wash and wipes, regular size
• Diapers (all sizes, with most emphasis on newborn size)
• Small toys and child size books
• Baby formula (Enfamil, etc.)
• Fabric: Cotton, flannel, cotton knits, baby appropriate solids and pastels, fleece, quilt tops and panels
• Thread: Serger and sewing thread, white and pastel colors
• Quilt batting and fiber fill
• Baby appropriate yarns, pastels and white (No wool due to common allergies)
• Ribbon (washable, no wire)
• Office Supplies: White paper and cardstock (8 1/2 x 11), stamps, legal size envelopes
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The January Spotlight is on…..
Dick Hartman
Dick Hartman began worshipping with us when his wife, Dorothy
Lorenz, became our organist and choir director in 2012. Soon, he decided
he wanted to be part of our church family and transferred his membership
from Green Acres Presbyterian Church in March 2013.
Many in the congregation may know Dick best for his deep bass voice.
He loves to sing, and before joining our choir, he sang at Bow Creek and
Green Acres Presbyterian churches. But Dick is also active in other areas
of church life.
He leads the adult Sunday School class in rotation with two other
teachers. His tell-it-like-it-is style and his background in the Jewish faith in which he was raised, his
experience in the Navy and his years as a counselor add to the richness of the discussions.
Dick organizes the Books and Coffee discussion group that has outgrown both Starbucks, where
the members first met, and Panera Bread, a later venue. The group now meets at the church, where the
acoustics allow all the participants to hear and discuss the latest book, currently Mere Christianity by
C.S. Lewis.
After reading an earlier book, Dick personalized God’s edict to Moses by composing the Ten
Commandments for Dick Hartman. His aim is to be helpful to others. He often volunteers for such
activities as picking up returning Living Waters for the World travelers at the airport, even when it is
late at night.
Dick, who lives in Chesapeake, can be found at SPC four or five times a week. He attends the
Thursday evening prayer group organized by Rev. Julie. In addition to church activities, he directs a
duplicate bridge club with tables filling the narthex on Tuesday nights and teaches bridge lessons in
the choir room on Saturday mornings.
Here are the answers Dick provided to questions posed by Chauncey the Churchmouse:
1. Marital status/family: I am married for the second time in my life. I was married to the mother of
my children for 27 years and had four children: Charles, Daniel, Eric and Cathy. I have seven
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. I am married now to Dorothy. We have been married
for 26 years as of last June. When I came into Dorothy’s life, her children were 14 and 12 so I
helped with raising them. (I taught them to drive a car.)
2. Pets: Dorothy and I have had two pairs of dogs. When we were first married, we had a Dalmatian
named “Agnus Dei” (Aggie) and a Standard Poodle named Max. After Max and Aggie died, we
got another Dalmatian (Emma Jean) and another Standard Poodle (Rudy). Presently we are
without pets.
3. Jobs: My first job was delivering papers on a morning paper route in Pontiac, Michigan, where I
grew up. I have had several careers. I joined and served in the U. S. Navy from 1957 to 1978. I
worked as a substance abuse counselor, a marriage and family counselor and an emergency
counselor for Western Tidewater Community Services Board from 1987 to 2002. In 2005, I
became a bridge director and started a duplicate bridge club in Newport News. In 2013, I started
another bridge club in Suffolk. This past January I began driving for Uber, the ride service. At this
point I have over 2,000 rides.
(Continued on page 6)
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4. Favorite movies/TV show: My favorite movie is Love, Actually.
5. Favorite ways to spend your free time: I enjoy singing in choral groups. I enjoy playing bridge.
I am a fan of the Detroit Tigers and the Washington Redskins.
6. Book you’ve read recently that you would recommend to others: The Divine Conspiracy by
Dallas Willard. Another book that I have recently read is 2081: A Hopeful View of the Human
Future by Gerard K O’Neill.
7. Ideal vacation: My idea of a fantastic vacation isn’t going somewhere else but rather being
helpful to people.
8. Few people know that I.....look forward and hope to celebrate my 50th wedding anniversary with
Dorothy.
9. Best advice you’ve been given/ by whom: A college professor said, “Everything it is possible
to say, it is also possible NOT to say.” It was an “Ah-Hah” moment for me.
10. What advice would you give to young people today? I only give advice when requested to do
so. There are so many more young people today than when I was younger. I avoid giving advice
unless asked directly. So, If you are young and want some advice, come and ask me directly. Then
I would be pleased to give the best advice I have available.
11. What have you done that you didn’t believe you could do? An accomplishment that I am very
proud of is chairing Books and Coffee. The discussion has been most helpful in my life, and I
believe that others benefit also.
12. What do you tell others is the best thing about SPC? I tell people the best thing about SPC is
the people living to their mission.

Suffolk Humane Society
Betty Howard is heading up a collection of items to benefit the Suffolk Humane Society.
Items can be dropped of in the box provided in the Narthex through January.
Immediate Wish List:
• Purina Pro Plan Chicken and Rice Kitten Food
• Purina Pro Plan Chicken and Rice Adult Cat Food
• Purina Kitten Chow in the yellow bag
• Canned cat food (pâté style)
• Canned kitten food (pâté style)
• Kitten Milk Replacement (KMR) powdered formula
• Tidy Cat Litter (clumping style)
• Dog Food
• Bleach
• Blankets & towels (used)
• Laundry detergent (scent-free)
Items Always in Need:
Puppy Formula (powdered); Dog treats; Cat carriers; Collapsible style dog crates; Large Water bottles
for cat cages; Cat toys; Cat scratching posts; Dog toys; Cat grooming combs, brushes, rakes
Cat collars (breakaway style); Dog collars & leashes (especially for small and medium dogs); Hand
Sanitizer & Wipes
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The poinsettias in the sanctuary during the Christmas season were given by:
Fran Alwood, in memory of Lunita, Sarah, and Bob.
Betty, Pamela, Allison, & Austin, in memory of Ralph & Claudia White.
Jeanne & John Banks, to thank God for friends & family.
Nancy Bird, in memory of Miriam Bird and Emma Miller.
Betty Chapman, in honor of Lincoln, Grayson, and Maya.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Crusenberry, in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Ara Crusenberry and Mr. & Mrs. Olle
DeBenedictis.
Diane & Curtis, in memory of Goldie E. Stewart.
Johnson Gardens, in memory of Jo Grigg.
Hollis & Rose Lyerly, in memory of Vivian Hagwood and Peggy Holland.
Al Nash, in memory of Charlotte Nash.
Pamela & Allison, in memory of Elbert Howard.
Jeff & Maryanne Persons, in memory of Bob & Mary Dawson and Robert “Punky” & Blanche
Persons.
Calvin & Susie Piland, in memory of Harold & Shea Barlow and Calvin & Catherine Piland.
Rob, Mary Ann, Martin, Chris, Cecelia, & Emily Saunders, in memory of Anne J. Saunders.
Bruce & Nancy Sharp, in memory of Sam & Rose Frances Ball, Melvin & Mary Sharp, and Sam
Ball, Jr.
Julie & Eric Sterling, in honor of the Sterling family and in memory of Thijs Schouten.
Cliff Stewart, in memory of Goldie Stewart.
Jack & Susie Stoughton, in memory of their parents and daughter, Beth.
Suffolk Presbyterian Church, in honor of Rev. Julie Sterling.
Cheryl W. Taylor, in memory of Don & Cora Weaver and Kelly Taylor.
Janice Thomas, in memory of Sid Thomas.
Don & Nancy White, in honor of the SPC Choir.
Gary Williams, in memory of Nancy Williams and Billy Lackey.
Helen & Gerry Zekert, in memory of Karen Zekert.
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The Suffolk Presbyterian Church Choir—Special Choir Music on Sunday, December 17

Manger Moment

Caroling at the home of Fran Alwood

Caroling at the Lake Prince Woods Dining Hall

Caroling at the home of John & Jeanne Banks
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January 2018
Suffolk Presbyterian Church

Sun

Mon

1

Tue

2

Wed

3

Thu

4

Aerobics
AA

Bridge

Aerobics
TOPS

7

8

9

10

11

9:45 AM Sunday
School
11 AM Worship
Holy Communion

7:30 PM Presbyterian Women

7 PM Diaconate
Meeting

6 PM Prayer
Group
7:15 PM Choir

Aerobics
AA

Pilot Club
Bridge

Aerobics
TOPS

14

15

16

17

18

7 PM Session
Meeting

6 PM Prayer
Group
7:15 PM Choir

9:45 AM Sunday
School
11 AM Worship
Aerobics
AA

Bridge

Aerobics
TOPS

22

23

24

9:45 AM Sunday
School
11 AM Worship

28

5

Sat

6

6 PM Prayer
Group
7:15 PM Choir

New Year’s Day
Office Closed

21

Fri

Bridge
Women’s

12

13

Bridge
Women’s

19

20

Bridge
Women’s

25

26

27

6 PM Prayer
Group
7:15 PM Choir
Aerobics
AA

Bridge

Aerobics
TOPS

29

30

31

Aerobics
AA

Bridge

Aerobics
TOPS

9:45 AM Sunday
School
11 AM Worship

Bridge
Women’s

Suffolk Presbyterian Church
410 North Broad Street
Suffolk, Virginia 23434

Visit our website!

suffolkpresbyterian.org

Suffolk
Presbyterian Church

Upcoming Events:

Reverend Julie Sterling
Pastor

January 8—Presbyterian Women
January 10—Diaconate Meeting
January 17—Session Meeting

Church Office:
757.539.3213
Office E-mail:
office.suffolkpcusa@verizon.net
E-Mail:
suffolkpcusa@verizon.net

SUNDAY SCHOOL
9:45 AM
WORSHIP
11 AM

Find us on Facebook
Search for Suffolk Presbyterian

