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From the Pastor
Rev. Julie Sterling

Lent is traditionally a season of fasting and
prayer. During this time, Christians pay close
attention to spiritual disciplines that deepen our
understanding of what God is doing in our lives
and in the world. As a church, we spend time
together hearing about and praying for the
ministries of compassion and justice done through
our support of One Great Hour of Sharing.
Jesus’ ministry was among those who were most
vulnerable. He preached good news to the poor
and release to the captives. One Great Hour of
Sharing helps us share this same good news to
those same vulnerable people in our world today:
those who are hungry, who are suffering from
disaster, who are dealing with oppression in
society.
Every gift made to this offering will meet the
needs of people, and you will hear about just a
few of these individuals over the coming weeks—
in bulletin inserts and minutes for mission. These
stories will help us to see the face of those whose
lives have been changed by our gifts, but they are
only a few of the thousands and thousands of
people served in this important ministry.

I’d like to invite you to visit the One Great Hour
of Sharing website
(www.presbyterianmission.org/oghs) to find out
more information on how your support of OGHS
helps people all over the world, and offer prayers
for the projects and people who receive them.
That brings me to the challenge, which also
relates to our support of One Great Hour of
Sharing. While we trust our OGHS programs to
respond to the needs of our poorest and hungriest
neighbors, those programs can only do so to the
extent of our generosity. I challenge each of you
to give strong consideration to increasing your
gift to the offering—you’ll see how giving opens
your heart to God’s work in your own life. So I
hope that you’ll join us on Sunday, April 1st, and
that you’ll join Christians all across the country in
opening their hearts to witness tangibly to the
abundant love of God through One Great Hour of
Sharing.
Yours in the love and grace of Jesus Christ,

Rev. Julie Sterling

Our Mission — To be a bridge to Christ through faith and service • Our Vision — When
SPC is faithful in accomplishing its mission, people will know that Christ is at work in their lives and
follow Him. • We Value — Being accepting, caring, outreaching, Spirit-led, and willing to serve
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♦

Bruce Sharp (Mar. 1)
Kristina Super (Mar. 5)
Helen Zekert (Mar. 8)
Mac Rollins (Mar. 22)
Dorothy Lorenz (Mar. 30)

♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Jack & Susie Stoughton (Mar. 7)
Matt & Sandi Harrah (Mar. 16)
Ron & Lou Ventura (Mar. 20)
Nick & Jackie Meadors
(Mar. 22)

♦
♦
♦
♦

The Suffolk Presbyterian Scroll is a publication
of Suffolk Presbyterian Church in Suffolk, VA.
The Scroll is published 12 times a year under
the direction of the Administration/
Communication Ministry Team of the SPC
Session.
News items should be submitted to the newsletter editor in one of the following ways:
• email at office.suffolkpcusa@verizon.net

•
•

mail to the church address
newsletter editor’s mailbox in church
office

Editor: Laura Farmer,
Administrative Assistant
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Jennifer Goforth, Anya Hecht, & Hayden
Goforth
Beth Keever’s mother
Rose Lyerly
Marguerite Antezana
Karen Byrum
Stanley Byrum
Josie Crosby
Sarah Crowder
Bill Dawson
Clifford & Ann Duty
Stephanie Evans
The family of Rev. Myrtle Hatcher and the
congregation of Main Street UMC
Lila Florance
Janie Hogan
Sherry Jeffords
Dorothy Lorenz
Blake McConnel
Juanita Pond
June Ramsey
Cheryl Scott and Nancy Schafer
Barbara Bayley Shefelton
Toni Williams
Mary Jane Willis
Nick Meadors
JB Persons
Christian Sictor (Jim &
Shirley’s grandson)
♦ Glenn Smith (Betty
Chapman’s grandson)
♦ Greg Vernon (Joyce
Jordan’s grandson)
♦ Eric Zimmerman
♦
♦
♦

Thank you for your service!
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News Briefs
The next Presbyterian Women meeting is on Monday, March 12
at 7:30 pm.

Thank you to Mary Ann Saunders for the donation of office supplies. They are much
appreciated.
Thank you to all who participated to help our furry friends by donating to the Suffolk Humane
Society. We have received a thank you note from SHS that has been placed on the bulletin board.

Easter Egg Hunt is Right Around the Corner!
Come and join the fun at Suffolk Presbyterian Church on Saturday,
March 31 at 10 am. Hunt for Easter eggs, enjoy stories, and a snack.
Prizes for all! Bring friends and join the fun and fellowship!! Rain or
Shine!
(410 North Broad St.)
Donations of Easter candy or stickers will be appreciated! Please
avoid peanut butter, if possible. Donations will be collected March
4,11,18, and 25.
Thank You!

Administrative Office Hours
Laura Farmer’s regular office hours are Wednesdays from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm,
Thursdays from 9:30 am to 1:30 pm, and Fridays from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm. If
you would like to contact her directly, please email
office.suffolkpcusa@verizon.net.

Moved? New Phone Number? Not in the SPC Directory?
We’re trying to make sure our newsletter and other SPC mailings get to the right address. And, we
want to make sure we have the right information in our church directory.
So, if you have moved or have a new phone number, please contact Laura Farmer,
Administrative Assistant, at office.suffolkpcusa@verizon.net or 539-3213.
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The February Spotlight is on…..
Laura Farmer, Administrative Assistant
Laura Farmer was born in Arizona, but has lived most of her life in
Virginia. She graduated from Virginia Tech in 2000 with her BS in
Family and Childhood Development. She has two children with her
college sweetheart. Before becoming a mom, she worked for three
years at the American Cancer Society.
1. What brought you to SPC? Work! My youngest was getting ready to start kindergarten. My
husband and I discussed me going back to work and decided that a part-time job would be ideal. I
wasn’t actively looking but the office administrator at my church called me about the job. Then, a
pastor friend also called me when she got the announcement. I figured I better apply. That
kindergartener is now in sixth grade!
2. Pets – We have a guinea pig (Snickers) that we took in from another family. She’s a bit older but
my kids desperately want her to have a friend. Emily has a hermit crab and fish. Brandon has
fish. Anthony has a Convict cichlid that is 20 years old.
3. Fondest childhood memory – Fondest childhood memories involve camping, boating, and the
Chesapeake Bay. A particular favorite is the time a skunk would not leave our campsite alone.
We ended up eating Ritz crackers in my parents’ tent.
4. First job/worst job/current (or last) job/dream job – I worked at CVS in high school, a coffee shop
and a bookstore in college, and worked for three years at the American Cancer Society after
college graduation. I can’t say that I’ve ever had a bad job. Dream job? Not sure. Something in
a warmer climate.
5. Favorite food/drink – If I could eat anything I want, I’d choose a hamburger with a regular Coke.
6. Favorite movies/TV show – Favorite TV show is NCIS. Favorite movies include The Princess
Bride and anything Pirates of the Caribbean, Lord of the Rings, or Harry Potter.
7. Favorite ways to spend your free time – Reading with nothing else to do. I also quilt, hike, go to
the beach, and do pretty much anything outdoors.
8. Book you’ve read recently that you would recommend to others - Still Alice by Lisa Genova.
9. Ideal vacation – The Caribbean was very nice and I wouldn’t find hanging out there longer. We
are going to Canada this summer. I’d like to visit Arizona as I was a baby when my parents
moved from there to North Carolina.
10. I can’t resist...playing Pokémon Go.
11. Few people know that I…was a horribly stubborn child. I drove my parents crazy growing up but I
went off to college with the same independent streak.
12. I collect...craft supplies. I have a dedicated hall closet full of craft things. When we built our
addition, we included a sewing/craft room. I used to have them stashed under our bed!
13. Pet peeve – Being late. I try to be perpetually early which drives my kids crazy.
14. Most embarrassing moment – Hmm…I’d rather not say.
15. Tell us about your travels. What was your favorite trip? The worst? Favorite trip – NYC as an
adult with my mom. Worst trip – Family of origin trip to Illinois to visit my aunt and uncle. We
arrived to find there was no room in the inn. Then, we all piled into a Suburban and went to
Starved Rock State Park. I remember thinking it was a sad place and my mom fuming.
(Continued on page 6)
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Deacons’ Doin’s
Your deacons have been doin’ their usual plus a few extras they’d like for you to know about.
Each month there will be a birthday recognition on the third Sunday of the month for members who
have a birthday that month. In January we had 40+ folks stay for soup, salad, and dessert. This
Sunday, February 28th, we will have a spaghetti lunch to celebrate our church family and those who
celebrate their birthdays during February. We have 5 this month. All members are invited to stay for
lunch. Dessert follows!
Also, Rev. Julie has asked the deacons to consider extending a welcome to those who recently
have moved into SPC’s immediate neighborhood. The condominiums close by have new residents.
Susie Stoughton has agreed to help the deacons by heading up this ministry. When talking with Susie
she asked that we let folks know that anyone who would like to help make initial contact just needs to
let her know. It may be to help compose a letter or send a card, the object being to let them know
we’re close by and would be glad to help them “settle in”—i.e. welcome them.

Joint Holy Week Services
The three churches of West End Baptist, Oxford Methodist, and Suffolk Presbyterian are
currently in the process of planning joint worship services during Holy Week. The following is a
tentative schedule that we hope to finalize in the next few weeks:
Maundy Thursday Service:
March 29, 7:00 p.m., at Oxford Methodist Church,
Rev. Julie Sterling (SPC) preaching
Good Friday Service:
March 30, 7:00 p.m., at West End Baptist Church,
Rev. Rita Kanten (OMC) preaching
Easter Sunrise Service:
April 1, 7:00 a.m., at Suffolk Presbyterian Church,
Rev. Bob Pipkin (WEBC) preaching
West End Baptist will provide refreshments after the service

Easter Lilies
The congregation is invited to provide Easter lilies to decorate the front of
our sanctuary on Easter Sunday. These lilies may be given in “honor” or “memory”
of individuals. Watch for a flyer in coming Sunday bulletins. If you would like to
participate, please complete the information on the flyer and include a check to
Suffolk Presbyterian Church noting it is for Easter lilies. The cost of one lily is
$12.00.
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Substitute Organists’ Schedule
A special “Thank You” to Janice Thomas, Rose Lyerly, and Sue Nichols for serving as our
substitute organists during the months of January and February. These individuals, along with our
choir, have done an excellent job during our time of transition. Listed below is the Substitute
Organists’ Schedule for the months of March and April:
March

April

March 4

Janice Thomas

April 1

Janice Thomas

March 11

Sue Nichols

April 8

Rose Lyerly

March 11

Jane Bleiler

April 15

Rose Lyerly

March 25

Rose Lyerly

April 22

Jane Bleiler

April 29

Jane Bleiler

(Continued from page 4)

16. What is one thing you would change about yourself if you could? If I could magically fix my
deviated septum, I would take up that offer in a heartbeat. After hearing about the surgery and
recovery, my nose is still crooked!
17. How are you helping make a change in the world? I currently volunteer as a Girl Scout leader, as
the financial coordinator of our Girl Scout Service Unit, and on the Altar Guild at church. Our
family sponsors Yeny through World Vision. She is the same age as Emily.
18. If you won the lottery, how would you use the money? I’d have to play the lottery, to win the
lottery.
19. Best advice you’ve been given/ by whom – When my parents dropped me off at college, my dad
told me, “Don’t do anything stupid.” Ha!
20. What advice would you give to young people today? The ability to work hard is a gift. Be
responsible, stop and think before making choices, and don’t worry so much.
21. What have you done that you didn’t believe you could do? That’s a tough one. I don’t like heights
but have done several high ropes courses.
22. What’s on your bucket list? Right now…replacing the kitchen counters.
23. Favorite Bible passage – At the moment… “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and
courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you
wherever you go.” - Joshua 1:9
24. Have you ever experienced a miracle? I tend to see small miracles every day.
25. What do you tell others is the best thing about SPC? The people. Everyone is so nice.

SCROLL

P AGE 7

March 2018
Suffolk Presbyterian Church

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Looking ahead…

1

Sunday, April 1 Easter services:
Sunrise service at 7 am
Worship service at 11 am

6 PM Prayer
Group
7:15 PM Choir

Fri

2

Sat

3

Bridge
Women’s AA

4
9:45 AM Sunday
School
11 AM Worship
Holy Communion

5

6

7

8

Bridge

Aerobics
TOPS

11

12

13

14

15

Daylight Saving
Time Starts
9:45 AM Sunday
School
11 AM Worship

7:30 PM Presbyterian Women

7 PM Diaconate
Meeting

6 PM Prayer
Group
7:15 PM Choir

Aerobics
AA

Pilot Club
Bridge

Aerobics
TOPS

18

19

20

21

22

7 PM Session
Meeting

6 PM Prayer
Group
7:15 PM Choir

25

10

6 PM Prayer
Group
7:15 PM Choir
Aerobics
AA

9:45 AM Sunday
School
11 AM Worship
12 PM Birthday
Celebration

9

Bridge
Women’s AA

16

17

Bridge
Women’s AA

23

24

Aerobics
AA

Bridge

Aerobics
TOPS

26

27

28

29

30

31

7 PM Living
Waters Team
Meeting

7 PM Maundy
Thursday Service
Oxford UMC

7 PM Good Friday Service
West End Baptist

10 AM Easter
Egg Hunt

9:45 AM Sunday
School
11 AM Worship
Aerobics
AA

Bridge

Aerobics
TOPS

Bridge
Women’s AA

Bridge
Women’s AA

Suffolk Presbyterian Church
410 North Broad Street
Suffolk, Virginia 23434

Visit our website!

suffolkpresbyterian.org

Suffolk
Presbyterian Church
Reverend Julie Sterling
Pastor
Church Office:
757.539.3213
Office E-mail:
office.suffolkpcusa@verizon.net
E-Mail:
suffolkpcusa@verizon.net

SUNDAY SCHOOL
9:45 AM
WORSHIP
11 AM

Upcoming Events:
March 12—Presbyterian Women
March 14—Diaconate Meeting
March 18—Birthday Celebration
March 21—Session Meeting
March 28—Living Waters Team Meeting
March 29—Maundy Thursday Service
Oxford UMC

March 30—Good Friday Service
West End Baptist

March 31—Easter Egg Hunt
April 1—Easter Sunrise Service
Find us on Facebook
Search for Suffolk Presbyterian

