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THE SUFFOLK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

Our Mission Our Mission Our Mission Our Mission ————    To be a bridge to Christ  through faith and service   •   Our Vision Our Vision Our Vision Our Vision ————    When 

SPC is faithful in accomplishing its mission, people will know that Christ is at work in their lives and 

follow Him.   •   We Value We Value We Value We Value ————    Being accepting, caring, outreaching, Spirit-led, and willing to serve 

From the Pastor 
Rev. Julie Sterling 

Over the past few weeks our worship services 
have guided us through Lent into a better 
understanding of Easter.   What does the cross 
really mean to us?  How do we use Christ’s 
sacrifice for us to grow in our faith and our 
relationship with God?  Above all, how do we 
take the Easter story and make it personal? 
 
In the days after his death, Jesus came to his 
disciples to give them comfort and hope.  Much 
of who we are as Christians comes after the 
“crucifixion experience”.  We are challenged as 
people of faith to believe in what comes next.  
For Christ not only died for our sins but also 
lives eternal! 
 
So what must we do as people of faith to keep 
the spirit of Easter alive all year long?  How can 
we live more fully as Easter people and grow in 
faith in love.  What does Christ mean when we 
are called to take up the cross.  The first church 
leaders, the Apostles, traveled into new territory 
both figuratively and literally.  Christ sent them 
out to share the good news to a new, diverse 
community.  Many of their teachings were 
taboo to the way God’ people understood faith. 
 

This is especially clear in the story of Peter 
from Acts 11:1-18.   Peter comes back to the 
church to share is experience in the “mission 
field” and is greeted with questions and 
confusion.  People had been talking about how 
he broke bread with Gentiles.  More 
importantly, he broke the dietary laws and 
invited uncircumcised believers into the church!   
 
In this moment Peter realizes that faith is bigger 
than the laws of the past.  Many of these laws 
were meant to divide the people of God from 
the rest of the community.  It wasn’t the matter 
of unclean food or unclean lifestyles.   It was a 
statement concerning unworthy people!  Peter 
explains to his church that Jesus is the Lord of 
all.  No one is unworthy of Christ’s love.  It is 
faith which is the key to a life with God. 
 
This story is a wonderful reminder to us about 
inclusion.  We have an open communion table 
because we believe that all that have faith are 
welcome to be part of our church family.  It is 
also a lesson of what could be if we focus on 
rules and doctrine and forget to notice the 
workings of the Spirit.  If we believe the church 

(Continued on page 6) 
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The Suffolk Presbyterian Scroll is a publication 
of Suffolk Presbyterian Church in Suffolk, VA. 
  

The Scroll is published 12 times a year under 
the direction of the Administration/
Communication Ministry Team of the SPC 
Session. 
 

News items should be submitted to the newslet-
ter editor in one of the following ways: 

• email at office.suffolkpcusa@verizon.net  

• mail to the church address 

• newsletter editor’s mailbox in church 

office 
 

Editor:   Laura Farmer,  

               Administrative Assistant 

♦ Nick Meadors 

♦ JB Persons 

♦ Christian Sictor (Jim & 
Shirley’s grandson) 

♦ Glenn Smith (Betty 
Chapman’s grandson) 

♦ Greg Vernon (Joyce 
Jordan’s grandson) 

♦ Eric Zimmerman 

Thank you for your service! 

♦ Josie Crosby 
♦ Bill Dawson  
♦ Lila Florance  
♦ Janie Hogan  
♦ Sherry Jeffords  
♦ Dorothy Lorenz 
♦ Blake McConnell  
♦ Juanita Pond, 
♦ Ava Porter 
♦ June Ramsey  
♦ Barbara Bayley Shefelton  
♦ Judah Smith  
♦ Toni Williams 
♦ Mary Jane Willis  

♦ Susie Stoughton (Apr. 7) 
♦ Janice Thomas (Apr. 8) 
♦ John Banks (Apr. 10) 
♦ Mac Keever (Apr. 15) 
♦ Faye Sobel (Apr. 15) 
♦ Nick Meadors (Apr. 16) 
♦ Jayce Hagwood (Apr. 17) 
♦ Derek Kershner (Apr. 19) 
♦ Richard Harrah (Apr. 20) 
♦ Bruce Kidd (Apr. 20) 
♦ Brady King (Apr. 23) 
♦ Sarah Jones (Apr. 24) 
♦ Sherry Matthews (Apr. 25) 
♦ Jenny Austin (Apr. 28) 
♦ Paul Chapman (Apr. 29) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
♦ Calvin & Susie Piland (Apr.1) 
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Moved?  New Phone Number?  Not in the SPC Directory? 
 

We’re trying to make sure our newsletter and other SPC mailings get to the right address.  And, we 
want to make sure we have the right information in our church directory.    
 
So, if you have moved or have a new phone number, please contact Laura Farmer, 
Administrative Assistant, at office.suffolkpcusa@verizon.net or 539-3213. 

News Briefs 

Administrative Office Hours 
Laura Farmer’s regular office hours are Wednesdays from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm, 
Thursdays from 9:30 am to 1:30 pm, and Fridays from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm.  If 
you would like to contact her directly, please email 
office.suffolkpcusa@verizon.net. 

 

 
The next Presbyterian Women meeting is on Monday, April 9   
at 7:30 pm. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Edmarc Hospice for Children’s 40th Birthday to be Celebrated on Pentecost 

Sunday 
 
This year is the 40th anniversary of the founding of Edmarc Hospice for Children by members of 
Suffolk Presbyterian Church.  On Pentecost Sunday, May 20th, Suffolk Presbyterian will hold a 
special celebration of the work of Edmarc.  Allen and Joan Hogge (parents of Marcus Hogge, the 
MARC in Edmarc) and representatives of Edmarc will join us that Sunday for a worship service, 
luncheon and special presentation on the work of Edmarc  We plan to invite all the local people 
who had a part in Edmarc’s founding and early years as well as inviting the community.  It seems 
fitting to celebrate the birthday of this remarkable organization on the Sunday which recognizes the 
gift of the Spirit to the work of the church.  Stay tuned for more details in the May newsletter. 
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The April Spotlight is on... 

Gary Williams 
 
     Gary Williams wears many hats besides the tweed he dons 
in cold weather. 
     He’s a security guard, a clown and a Kiwi by birth. He’s 
worked as a bookkeeper, served as a caregiver and dressed up 
as Santa Claus. 
     Named for his father but with the letters transposed, Gary 
was born in New Zealand. His father, Gray Williams, a North 
Carolina native who was serving in Guadalcanal during World 
War II, was there on R&R. He and Gary’s mother met at a 
dance. 
     Gary, 18 months old when he came to the United States, doesn’t remember the voyage. He’s been 
told that he nearly died aboard the ship when someone gave him an apple, and he nearly choked on it. 
The family credited a nurse who was on board for saving his life.  
     He considers himself a Kiwi, though he doesn’t have dual citizenship. He also has Scottish roots, 
thanks to his maternal grandparents. 
     Arriving in the States, his family lived first in Tarrboro, NC,  where his father grew up, then moved 
to Suffolk when his paternal grandmother relocated here. His two sisters - Carolyn and Pam - were 
both born in the U.S. 
     Gary graduated from Whaleyville High School before returning to North Carolina for college. 
Afterward, he kept books for several companies in Suffolk. In “retirement,” he helps look after the 
building at Suffolk Christian Church. 
     He was resident caregiver for his mother, Nancy Williams - a long-time member of SPC. His 
sisters shared the load for part of each week until their mother died, months before her 100th birthday.  
     Also known as Smiley the clown, Gary still has his clown suit and all the trappings, but it’s been a 
while since he pulled them out of the closet. There’s just not a demand today for clowns for birthday 
parties and other gatherings, he said.  
     For a number of summers, he traveled to the Eastern Shore with his clown suit and entertained the 
children at a Vacation Bible School for migrant workers. He also played  Santa Claus at Coleman’s 
Nursery and at Edmarc Christmas parties. 
     Today, he brings joy to others by painting rocks and hiding them to give someone an unexpected 
delight. 
      An avid reader, he supports the Suffolk Literacy Council, an organization dedicated to teaching 
adults to read, and the Friends of the Suffolk Library, a non-profit that sells used books to help 
support the library's summer reading program. 
     Gary, an elder serving as the Compassionate Outreach Ministry Team leader, collects non-
perishable items from the Food Pantry that is also supported by Saint Andrew Presbyterian Church 
and delivers them to Suffolk Christian Outreach Center for their soup kitchen. 
     This year, he has expanded the food program. He stops at Suffolk Christian Church and picks up 
any bread that church cannot use from Panera Bread’s end of the week giveaway. He takes most of it 
to the Outreach Center and shares any extras that they cannot use with Oxford United Methodist 
Church for their food pantry. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Joint Holy Week Services 
 

 The three churches of West End Baptist, Oxford Methodist, and Suffolk Presbyterian have 
planned joint worship services during Holy Week.  Please join us for the following services:  
 

 Maundy Thursday Service:    

  March 29, 7:00 p.m., at Oxford Methodist Church,   
  Rev. Julie Sterling (SPC) preaching 
 

 Good Friday Service: 

  March 30, 7:00 p.m., at West End Baptist Church, 
  Rev. Rita Kanten (OMC) preaching 
 

 Easter Sunrise Service: 

  April 1, 7:00 a.m., at Suffolk Presbyterian Church, 
  Rev. Bob Pipkin (WEBC) preaching 
                       West End Baptist will provide refreshments after the service 

 
 
 

Easter Lilies 
 

 The congregation is invited to provide Easter lilies to decorate the front of our 
sanctuary on Easter Sunday.  These lilies may be given in “honor” or “memory” of 
individuals.  If you would like to participate, please complete the information on the 
flyer and include a check to Suffolk Presbyterian Church noting it is for Easter lilies.  
The cost of one lily is $12.00.  The final flyer will be in the March 25 bulletin. 
 
 
 

Substitute Organists’ Schedule 
 

 A special “Thank You” to Janice Thomas, Rose Lyerly, Sue Nichols, and Jane Bleiler for 
serving as our substitute organists during the months of January through March.  These individuals, 
along with our choir, have done an excellent job during our time of transition. Listed below is the 
Substitute Organists’ Schedule for the month of April: 
 

April   1      Janice Thomas 

April   8      Rose Lyerly 

April 15      Rose Lyerly 

April 22      Jane Bleiler    

April 29      Jane Bleiler 
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        Gary also rotates with others to give Children’s Sermons. He has served as SPC’s treasurer and 
a Sunday School teacher for the youth and Zuni classes. 
     A big “hats off” to Gary, who provided these answers to Chauncey the Churchmouse’s questions:  
 
1.  What brought you to SPC?  When I was a young teenager, I was invited to come to Sunday 
School. I went to VBS and Youth Fellowship Meetings. That was almost 57 years ago, and I am still 
here. 
2.  First job:  After graduating from Chowan College and East Carolina, I went to work for Brian 
Martin, a member of SPC, at Atlantic Forest Products in the Dismal Swamp as the bookkeeper. 
3.  Favorite TV show:  “Touched By An Angel.” 
4.  Books you've read recently that you would recommend to others...I’ve been reading a long 
time. I’ve read all of Nicholas Sparks, John Grisham, and Jan Karon books so you can see I have lots 
of recommendations. 
5.  Few people know that I was born in Whangrai, New Zealand. 
6.  My most embarrassing moment was when I went out to get in my car and it wasn't there.  I went 
to the other side, and it wasn't parked on that side of building, and I was ready to call the police that 
my car had been stolen.  Then I remembered that I had gone to the Salvation Army thrift store, 
looked around and went out the front door and walked back to work.  You guessed it. I had driven to 
the store and was used to walking back to work. 
7.  If you won the lottery, how would you spend the money?  Buy an island and give half of the 
money to SPC. 
8.  What's on your bucket list?  Jump from an airplane. 
9.  What is your favorite Bible Passage?  "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but having everlasting life."  John 
3:16. 
10.  What do you tell others is the best thing about SPC?  A very mission-based church. 

(Continued from page 4) 

is a living presence, then we must also believe that God is giving us new lessons each day.  We must 
have the courage to believe when God is working in our lives.  We must be prayerful when we 
encounter issues that make our faith waver.  We must be open to just how big Christ’s grace and 
God’s love is! 
 
Our tradition calls us to be people of grace and gratitude.  We can share the fullness of Christ through 
our mission as a church.  How will you live out your faith as “Easter People”?  What is your story of 
resurrection and life?  How can your love of God transform others?  Even the smallest gifts and bring 
people to the faith and see just how profound Christ is.  He is the Lord of all.  It is our job to share this 
good news in all that we do! 
 
 

Blessings, 

Rev. Julie Sterling 

(Continued from page 1) 
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     SPC gearing up for return to Guatemala  
 

     Your Living Waters for the World mission team is making big plans for the fall and hopes you will 
join in the excitement! 
     The team will return to Guatemala in November to install another water purification system - 
SPC’s fourth and Living Waters’ first Reverse Osmosis Softening system in that country. 
     To prepare for the trip, three team members will go to Clean Water U, the LWW training camp in 
Mississippi, April 17 - 21 to learn the ROS system.  
     Our first three projects - two in La Estancia de la Virgen and one in El Paso de los Jalapas - used a 
standard filtration and ozonation process. The ROS system is added to the standard system to remove 
dissolved minerals that make the water taste bad. 
     Rob Saunders and Jack Stoughton will be trained in the installation and maintenance of the ROS 
system. Susie Stoughton will be certified in the education component to learn how to teach health, 
hygiene and spiritual lessons. 
     Along with Nancy Cisco, Skip Irby, and Mary Ann Saunders, they will travel in November to El 
Tule in eastern Guatemala, about four and a half hours from the airport in Guatemala City.  El Tule, 
an educational center and training camp in the municipality of San Jose La Arada in the department of 
Chiquimula, is about two hours beyond La Estancia and El Paso. 
     Four team members - Chris Irby, Skip Irby, Rob Saunders, and Jack Stoughton - signed a cov-
enant with the El Tule leaders in November 2017. Our new operating partners are busy preparing a 
site for the system and lining up people who will be trained as operators and educators. 
     Because the ROS system costs about twice as much as the standard system, the team is planning 
fund raisers and donation opportunities in addition to our annual spring and fall plant sales. (See sepa-
rate story on the spring plant sale on the next page.) 
      On Sunday, Sept. 23, you’re invited to a BBQ dinner, followed by a dessert 
auction. There will be plenty of delicious barbecue, Guatemalan decor and a 
sumptuous selection of yummy desserts certain to create a bidding frenzy.  
     In our 2016 auction, you and your friends raised $2,800 for the LWW mission. 
Mark your calendars now so you won’t miss this year’s fun and excitement! 
     Watch for more details in the coming months for ways to help SPC provide 
clean water for more children and their families in Guatemala. 
 

How can you share the excitement? 

Beautify your yard with flowering plants this spring and fall. 
Encourage your neighbors and friends to buy some plants and tell them how their 

support will help provide clean water for children in Guatemala. 
Plan to attend the BBQ fund-raiser Sept. 23. 
Consider a one-time or ongoing donation to SPC’s Living Waters for the World 

mission.  
Keep your LWW team and our Guatemalan partners in your prayers. 

 

       — Susie Stoughton 
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Living Waters for the World 

(7
th
 Annual) Spring Plant Fundraiser 

  
Spring has finally “sprung” and it is time to spruce up your landscape with colorful summer annuals. 
For the 7th year, SPC’s LWW mission team has for you a generous selection of market-priced annuals.  
Our offerings include: 
 
♦ generous 6-inch pots of begonias, petunias, impatiens and marigolds - market priced at $5 each, or 

$4.50 each when ordering 10 or more; and 
♦ beautiful 6-inch pots of geraniums - market priced at $6 each or $5.50 when ordering 10 or more. 
 
These plants are healthy, well-established and grown locally at a highly-respected wholesale nursery.  
Orders will be taken through April 22 with local delivery and/or pickup on Saturday, April 28.  In the 
next several weeks, look for ordering details in the narthex, bulletin and church emails.  
 
Plant sale proceeds will be invested in a new LWW water purification system to be installed in Guate-
mala in late Fall.  More information on this exciting development is presented elsewhere in the 
“Scroll”. 
  
Encourage your neighbors and friends to support this mission and fundraiser opportunity. Remember, 
the plant sale is a great opportunity to tell your neighbor and friends about SPC and its rich history of 
being a “Bridge to Christ “through LWW and its other mission activities. 
 
Thank you for your generous support of your LWW mission team as it strives to bring clean water to 
the children of Guatemala! 

 
Jack Stoughton 
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April 2018April 2018April 2018April 2018    
Suffolk Presbyterian ChurchSuffolk Presbyterian ChurchSuffolk Presbyterian ChurchSuffolk Presbyterian Church    

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
7 AM Sunrise 
Service  
9:45 AM Sunday 
School 
11 AM Worship 

Holy Commun-

ion 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
Aerobics 
AA 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bridge 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
Aerobics 
TOPS  

5 
 
6 PM Prayer 
Group 
7:15 PM Choir 

6 7 
 
 
 
 
 
Bridge 
Women’s AA 

8 
 
9:45 AM Sunday 
School 
11 AM Worship 

9 
 
7:30 PM Presby-
terian Women 
 
 
Aerobics 
AA 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
Pilot Club 
Bridge 

11 
 
7 PM Diaconate 
Meeting 
 
 
Aerobics 
TOPS 

12 
 
6 PM Prayer 
Group 
7:15 PM Choir 
 
Suffolk Wom-
en’s Club 

13 14 
 
 
 
 
 
Bridge 
Women’s AA 

15 
 
9:45 AM Sunday 
School 
11 AM Worship 
12 PM Birthday 
Celebration 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
Aerobics 
AA 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bridge 

18 
 
7 PM Session 
Meeting 
 
 
Aerobics 
TOPS 

19 
 
6 PM Prayer 
Group 
7:15 PM Choir 

20 21 
 
 
 
 
 
Bridge 
Women’s AA 

22 
 
9:45 AM Sunday 
School 
11 AM Worship 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
Aerobics 
AA 

24 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Bridge 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
Aerobics 
TOPS  

26 
 
6 PM Prayer 
Group 
7:15 PM Choir 

27 28 
 
11 AM to 2 PM 
Plant Sale Pick  
Up 
 
Bridge 
Women’s AA 

29 
 
9:45 AM Sunday 
School 
11 AM Worship 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
Aerobics 
AA 

     



Suffolk  
Presbyterian Church 

 
Reverend Julie Sterling 

Pastor 
 

Church Office:  
757.539.3213  

 
Office E-mail: 

office.suffolkpcusa@verizon.net 
E-Mail:  

suffolkpcusa@verizon.net 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

9:45 AM 

WORSHIP 

11 AM 

Suffolk Presbyterian Church 
410 North Broad Street 
Suffolk, Virginia 23434 

Upcoming Events: Upcoming Events: Upcoming Events: Upcoming Events:     
 

April 9—Presbyterian Women 
April 11—Diaconate Meeting 
April 15—Birthday Celebration 
April 18—Session Meeting 
April 28—Plant Sale Pick Up  

 
May 2—Living Waters Team Meeting 

 
 
 

    Find us on FacebookFind us on FacebookFind us on FacebookFind us on Facebook    
 Search for Suffolk Presbyterian 

Visit our website! 

suffolkpresbyterian.org 

 


