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Our Mission — To be a bridge to Christ  through faith and service   •   Our Vision — When 
SPC is faithful in accomplishing its mission, people will know that Christ is at work in their lives and 

follow Him.   •   We Value — Being accepting, caring, outreaching, Spirit-led, and willing to serve 

 This summer we have faced some 
unusual weather.  As I write these words,  the 
Tidewater is facing  the hottest week so far this 
year and record numbers are being recorded 
across the globe. We are currently facing a 
double whammy: a heatwave and  a long 
drought.  It has affected my garden, and try as I 
may, I can’t seem to water enough to make a 
difference. Don’t get me wrong. Eric and I have 
enjoyed  fresh tomatoes every day this past 
month.  We have had some delicious BLT’s and 
I’ve been able to make two or three batches of 
spaghetti sauce.  There are dozens of tomatoes on 
my counter ripening, waiting to be used.  Still, I 
wish we had last year’s bunker crop. 
 It’s funny how little differences can alter 
our perception.  Why is it that “good” isn’t 
always “good enough”?  Yes, it has been a long, 
hot summer with little rain, but God’s blessings 
have graced our presence time and time again.  In 
the midst of long weeks of dryness, I recall the 
moments of celebration right before good long 
rain and the joy of witnessing several of the 
plants in my yard rallying after drinking it all 
in.  To quote Willie Nelson, “When I started 
counting my blessings, my whole life turned 
around.”   
 God’s blessings never end.  This lesson is 
stated clearly in Psalm 85:1-13. At times we may 
look around us and wonder where God is.  We 
look fondly at better times and question why this 
blessing no longer endures.  In my ministry, each 
congregation I’ve worked with at one point 

stopped and made the following statement:  “I 
remember when our pews were filled with young 
families.  If only we could get that back!”  In 
Psalm 85, the author speaks very similar words 
of longing as they reminisce on more prosperous 
and plentiful times.  Yet even during moments of 
presumed distance, there is an assurance that 
good things are around the corner.  Theologian 
Walter Brueggemann suggests this Psalm is “an 
act of immense hope that is completely assured 
of God’s Goodness, which will be established in 
the Earth”.  The voice of the Psalmist rejoices 
that blessings will come simply because God is 
good and God is love. 
 There are times in each of our lives where 
we get stuck in moments of drought and no 
matter how hard we try to water and nourish our 
lives it just doesn’t seem to be enough.  Droughts 
are draining.  They break down our will.  They 
consume our joy.  Friends, our world has faced 
several years where things still seem foreign to 
us.  We long for better days and look back fondly 
on what used to be.  Still, even in these awkward, 
even unwelcome moments, God’s blessings are 
clear, sprouting up arounds us and working 
through us.  We just need to take a few moments 
every once in a while to acknowledge what is 
good.  Someday we may look back on this 
moment with longing. 

 

From the Pastor 
Rev. Julie Sterling 
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The Suffolk Presbyterian Bridge is a publication 
of Suffolk Presbyterian Church in Suffolk, VA. 
  

The Bridge is published 12 times a year under 
the direction of the Administration/
Communication Ministry Team of the SPC 
Session. 
 

News items should be submitted to the newslet-
ter editor in one of the following ways: 

· email at office@suffolkpresbyterian.org 

· mail to the church address 

· Laura Farmer’s office mailbox  
 

Editor:   Laura Farmer,  
              Administrative Assistant 

U Laura Dawson (relative of Maryanne 
Persons) 

U Jarrett Hagwood  
U Derek Kershner  
U Nick Meadors (US Navy deployment)  
U JB Persons (Reserves) 
U Glenn Smith (Betty Chapman’s 

grandson) 
U Hayden Spalding  
U Greg Vernon (Joyce Jordan’s 

grandson) 

Thank you for 
your service! 

U Cliff Stewart 
U Richard Alan Goforth, Sr. 
U Kelsey Hagwood 
U Linwood U. Holland  
U Keith Lindsey  
U Lisa Lindsey  
U Jon King  
U Diane Stewart MacKenzie 
U Roy Malonson 
U Richard Miller  
U Joyce Milteer  
U Carter Pearson 
U Shirley Ries  
U Jeff Snow 
U Blake Walden 
U SPC’s Living Waters for the World 

and World Vision partners in 
Guatemala dealing with COVID-19  

8/1 Nancy Sharp 
8/23 Betsy Butler 
8/26 Chris Irby 
8/26 Susie Piland 
8/29 Nancy Bird 
8/30 Nancy Cisco 
 
 

8/15 Jeff & Maryanne Persons 
8/15 Don & Nancy White 
8/17 Eric & Julie Sterling 
8/22 Alison & Jeff Super
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Directory Updates 
 

If you have a new address, phone number, or email, please contact Laura 
Farmer, Administrative Assistant, at office@suffolkpresbyterian.org or 539-
3213.  If you are not in the directory, and would like to be added, please email 
your information.  Thank you! 

News Briefs 

Administrative Office Hours 
Laura Farmer’s regular office hours are Wednesdays from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm, 
Thursdays from 9:30 am to 1:30 pm, and Fridays from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm.  If 
you would like to contact her directly, please email 
office@suffolkpresbyterian.org. 

 

 
SPC is collecting food pantry donations for the Suffolk Christian Fellowship Center.  The greatest 
needs are canned veggies/fruits/tuna/chicken, cold cereal, peanut butter, and jelly.  Donations 
accepted via church website.  
 
 
The Deacons started a Gift Card Ministry.  $25 restaurant gift cards will be collected during the 
offering to help congregation members in times of need.  These will be used to assist with meals.   
 
 
Because of the uncertain climate, activities may be adjusted as we go.  Be sure to read the weekly 
church announcements for any changes.  If you attend an in-person event and later develop COVID-
19 symptoms or test positive, please contact Nancy Cisco so that she can notify attendees in a 
confidential manner. In response to the new CDC guidelines, mask use at SPC is optional for all 
activities.   
 
 
PDA’  S  K     PC(USA)   

      U   
HTTPS ://WWW .PRESBYTERIANMISSION .ORG/STORY/REFUGEES- JUST-WANT-TO-GO-
HOME/  

 
Disaster Relief-International Refugee Programs (DR000156) 

https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000156/?appeal=PDA&package=UK22-ABB 
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Music News and Notes 
 
Anyone is invited to join the choir and we would love to see you at rehearsals on Sunday 
mornings at 10 am.   Once fall begins, do not fear.  You may still participate in choir even if 
rehearsals are tough for you week after week.   Like everything else, things are changing and the 
choir structure, expectations, and practice frequency is too.  While regular rehearsals will be 
weekly for the core group, if you want to sing, please do not let your attendance stop you.    
 
We will begin our preparation for the fall season as well as Advent and Christmas in the early 
weeks of September.   This is a good time to get involved.   Please let Chris know if you have any 
questions or concerns.   
 
Do You Know? 
Music lifts the emotions of the heart 
Encourages to seek a deeper understanding of God's Word 
Sparks interest in reading the Bible 
Leads people to church  
Opens the heart and the mind to praise in new and different ways 
  
These are just a few avenues music works in the church and in life.   The ability to connect with 
music is powerful.   It soothes the soul and allows the heart to open and let the joy of God's word 
enter.  Even if you do not share your love for music outwardly, enjoying music ,and its benefits, 
within the privacy of your home or while you are driving can upfit you in new ways.   
 
Christopher R. Johnson 
Music Director and Organist 

Faith Like a Mockingbird  
 

This Fall join us for a four week discussion on race and reconciliation through Matt 
Rawle’s study “Faith Like a Mockingbird”.  Books are $10.99 and will be available 
in the coming weeks.  Please read the press release below.  More information will be 
provided in the announcements. 
 
Discover your world, God's world, and the world of Atticus Finch. 

Pastor and author Matt Rawle is on a mission. He sees Christ all around him—in books, movies, TV 
shows, rock music—and he wants to share what he sees. As Matt says, "God offers the raw ingredi-
ents, and 'culture' is whatever we cook up." 
 
In The Faith of a Mockingbird, based on Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird, pastor and author Matt 
Rawle uses Lee’s beloved characters to explore Christian faith, theology, and ethics. Join Scout, Atti-
cus Finch, Boo Radley, and Tom Robinson in this four-week study considering God’s world and what 
it all means. 
 
The Faith of a Mockingbird is part of The Pop in Culture Series of Bible studies in which Matt Rawle 
stirs up a tasty gumbo of insight, humor, and inspiration based on some of your favorite pop culture 
classics. 
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Edmarc to Expand: 

Receives $2 Million State Grant 

    
For over 40 years, Edmarc has been helping area families by providing hospice support for critically 
ill children and bereavement services for those facing a loss. The grassroots effort of dedicated volun-
teers began assisting in Hampton Roads in 1978, originally focusing on Western Tidewater. Later, ser-
vices in South Hampton Roads and then the Peninsula were added. It was the first hospice in the na-
tion designed specifically for children.  

Now, Edmarc is getting ready to double its capacity to reach even more children and families in need 
of its services. The non-profit is preparing to expand to Williamsburg, Gloucester, Mathews, and the 
surrounding counties by early next year. Edmarc announced that is has raised 89 percent of the $2 mil-
lion goal of its “The Next Chapter” capital campaign. Through the generosity of our congregation, 
Suffolk Presbyterian Church donated $5,000 to the expansion. There donations have allowed Edmarc 
to start the process of hiring staff and establishing an office in Williamsburg. Edmarc’s team provides 
physician-directed care in the comfort of families’ homes 24 hours a day, seven days a week, so hav-
ing an office and staff within the expansion region is critical.  

Edmarc is excited to announce that they recently received a $2 million grant from the state that will 
assist with the expansions. Additional donations will be needed to sustain the program well in the fu-
ture. “Our vision is a community iin which every child and family in need has access to pediatric hos-
pice and palliative care,” said Edmarc Executive Director Debbie Stitzer-Brame. 

Edmarc’s nurses, social workers and volunteers currently serve 70-80 children (280 individuals, in-
cluding their families) a month in its clinical program and 164 families (575 individuals) in its be-
reavement program. Once expanded those numbers are expected to double. And to think…this im-
portant program started in a small office at SPC. God truly works miracles in our midst! 

 

 

   
Thank you for the continued support of Newborns in 
Need. SPC will continue to collect items through the 
end of August.  The wish list is available in the Narthex 
and is also located in the July edition of The Bridge.   
 
This national non-profit provides basic, essential items 
for newborns, offering necessary supplies to new family 
units who have few resources. Your donations will serve 
mothers and children in our community through the 
local chapter of Newborns in Need. In March alone, 57 
kits were distributed – a total of 1811 items delivered.  
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2022–2023 PW/Horizons Bible study 
 
By Carol M. Bechtel with Suggestions for Leaders by Laura Mariko Cheifetz 
Sabbath reminds us to honor God who honors us by giving us a day each 
week to reset our pace, our priorities, and our lives. In Celebrating Sabbath: 
Accepting God’s Gift of Rest and Delight, Carol M. Bechtel leads us through 
a study of Sabbath over nine lessons. Participants will consider Sabbath anew 
and will come away renewed. 
 
Join us this fall as we celebrate the gift of sabbath.  Each study lesson will 
include a companion DVD recording with 15-18 minute reflections by Carol 
M. Bechtel.  Please see Rev. Julie or Lisa Morrison with any 
questions.  Study books are $10 and will be available in August. 

Food Pantry Donations Needed 
 
SPC collects food and personal supplies for distribution to Suffolk Christian 
Fellowship Center. Volunteers from the Compassionate Outreach Ministry Team 
manage the pantry stock and distribute the food to our clients. We are grateful to our 
brothers and sisters of St. Andrews Presbyterian Church who generously contribute to 
this mission project.  
 
We have an immediate need for food pantry donations.  Please consider making a 
Food Pantry donation.  Suggested items: 
 Cream of Wheat Canned Fruit  Tomato Sauce 
  Infant Cereal Canned Vegetables  Spaghetti Sauce with Meat 
  Grits    Dry Beans   Pasta 
 Soup   Rice    Fruit Juice  
  Peanut Butter Toiletries    Paper Goods 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Please try to find items that are low in sodium, high 
in fiber, and with natural sugars.   
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August 2022 
Suffolk Presbyterian  Church  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 
 
6 PM Spiritual 
Fellowship 

5 6 

7 
 
Communion 
Sunday 
10 AM Choir 
Practice 
11 AM Worship 

8 9 10 
 
7 pm Diaconate 
Meeting (Zoom) 

11 
 
6 PM Spiritual 
Fellowship 

12 13 

14 
 
10 AM Choir 
Practice 
11 AM Worship 

15 16 17 
 
7 pm Session 
Meeting (Zoom) 

18 
 
6 PM Spiritual 
Fellowship 

19 20 

21 
 
10 AM Choir 
Practice 
11 AM Worship 

22 23 24 25 
 
6 PM Spiritual 
Fellowship 

26 27 

28 
 
10 AM Choir 
Practice 
11 AM Worship 

29 30 31    



Suffolk  
Presbyterian Church 

 
Reverend Julie Sterling 

Pastor 
 

Church Office:  
757.539.3213  

 
Office E-mail: 

office.suffolkpcusa@verizon.net 
E-Mail:  

suffolkpcusa@verizon.net 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
9:45 AM 

WORSHIP 
11 AM 

Suffolk Presbyterian Church 
410 North Broad Street 
Suffolk, Virginia 23434 

 

Upcoming Events:  
 

August 10—Diaconate Meeting 
August 17—Session Meeting 

 
Thursdays—Spiritual Fellowship  

 
 
 
 
 

 Find us on Facebook 
 Search for Suffolk Presbyterian 

Church 

Visit our website! 
suffolkpresbyterian.org 

 

 

Suffolk  
Presbyterian Church 

 
Reverend Julie Sterling 

Pastor 
 

Church Office:  
757.539.3213  

 
Office E-mail: 

office@suffolkpresbyterian.org 
Pastor E-Mail:  

pastor@suffolkpresbyterian.org  
 

CHOIR PRACTICE 
10 AM 

WORSHIP 
11 AM  

 
 


