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The Bridge
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Our Mission — To be a bridge to Christ  through faith and service   •   Our Vision — When 
SPC is faithful in accomplishing its mission, people will know that Christ is at work in their lives and 

follow Him.   •   We Value — Being accepting, caring, outreaching, Spirit-led, and willing to serve 

 The Season of Peace is amongst 
us.  Starting in September our congregation will 
embrace the words of Isaiah 55 as we prepare for 
World Communion Sunday and the Peace and 
Global Witness offering on October 2nd.  In 
verse 12 we are told “ For you shall go out in 
joy,  and be led back in peace…”. This moment 
is an opportunity for us as individuals and as a 
church to consider how we can joyfully celebrate 
our faith in God in ways that foster peace.   

In the Minute for Mission “Go Forth in 
Peace”, we are reminded how important joy is in 
our world and how joy in itself  is a companion 
of faith and hope.   

In our polarized world torn by war, 
famine, and marginalization of the poor 
and disenfranchised, we are in desperate 
need of joyful and brave people who are 
willing to ask the hard questions and live 
the difficult solutions that make peace 
possible. Through the Peace & Global 
Witness Offering, we connect with each 
other, as the Church, together, to 
confront systems of injustice and 
promote reconciliation in places around 
the world and right here at home.  

Through this time of reflection and in our 
participation in the Peace and Global Witness 
offering, we are able to learn, work, and give 
with believers around the world to  bring about 
paths to peace that make a profound difference. 
 As we start the fall church season, we are 
excited to share new opportunities for SPC to 

grow in love of God through faith and service. 
Over the next few weeks we will be using the 
themes of Isaiah 55 through worship, fellowship, 
and mission to “go forth in peace”. Each Sunday 
during our Season of Peace will include a sermon 
series that embraces the subjects of justice, 
reconciliation, and inclusion. Also, select 
Sundays will include a Minute for Mission 
reading that will share ways the PCUSA is using 
their hearts and hands to help bring about change 
through peace.  On September 11th the church 
will host a Homecoming Sunday event which 
will give an opportunity to learn more about 
peace and justice opportunities and take part in 
mission activities.  Later that week, the church 
will invite members to bring a sack dinner and 
join in an evening of prayer and peace.   

We are so excited to find out what God 
has in store for us this fall.  We hope these 
opportunities will open your eyes to new 
possibilities 
and passions 
and encourage 
you to go out 
in joy and be 
led back in 
peace.  

 

From the Pastor 
Rev. Julie Sterling 
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The Suffolk Presbyterian Bridge is a publication 
of Suffolk Presbyterian Church in Suffolk, VA. 
  

The Bridge is published 12 times a year under 
the direction of the Administration/
Communication Ministry Team of the SPC 
Session. 
 

News items should be submitted to the newslet-
ter editor in one of the following ways: 

· email at office@suffolkpresbyterian.org 

· mail to the church address 

· Laura Farmer’s office mailbox  
 

Editor:   Laura Farmer,  
              Administrative Assistant 

U Laura Dawson (relative of Maryanne 
Persons) 

U Jarrett Hagwood  
U Derek Kershner  
U Nick Meadors (US Navy deployment)  
U JB Persons (Reserves) 
U Glenn Smith (Betty Chapman’s 

grandson) 
U Hayden Spalding  
U Greg Vernon (Joyce Jordan’s 

grandson) 

Thank you for 
your service! 

 
U Faye Sobel 
U Cliff Stewart 
U Richard Alan Goforth, Sr. 
U Kelsey Hagwood 
U Linwood U. Holland 
U Jimmy Hope 
U Jon King  
U Keith Lindsey 
U Lisa Lindsey  
U Diane Stewart MacKenzie  
U Becky McMullan  
U Roy Malonson 
U The family of Richard Miller 
U Joyce Milteer  
U Shirley Ries  
U Jeff Snow  
U Blake Walden 
U SPC’s Living Waters for the World 

and World Vision partners in 
Guatemala dealing with COVID-19  

 
9/2 Miki Hayley  
9/3 Ron Sobel  
9/13 Tosh Copeland  
9/16 Randy Morrison  
9/27 Dick Hartman  
9/27 Zach Super  
 

9/12 Curtis & Diane Stewart 
MacKenzie 
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Directory Updates 
 

If you have a new address, phone number, or email, please contact Laura 
Farmer, Administrative Assistant, at office@suffolkpresbyterian.org or 539-
3213.  If you are not in the directory, and would like to be added, please email 
your information.  Thank you! 

News Briefs 

Administrative Office Hours 
Laura Farmer’s regular office hours are Wednesdays from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm, 
Thursdays from 9:30 am to 1:30 pm, and Fridays from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm.  If 
you would like to contact her directly, please email 
office@suffolkpresbyterian.org. 

 

SPC is collecting food pantry donations for the Suffolk Christian Fellowship Center.  The greatest 
needs are canned veggies/fruits/tuna/chicken, cold cereal, peanut butter, and jelly.  Donations 
accepted via church website.  
 
The Deacons started a Gift Card Ministry.  $25 restaurant gift cards will be collected during the 
offering to help congregation members in times of need.  These will be used to assist with meals.   
 
Because of the uncertain climate, activities may be adjusted as we go.  Be sure to read the weekly 
church announcements for any changes.  If you attend an in-person event and later develop COVID-
19 symptoms or test positive, please contact Nancy Cisco so that she can notify attendees in a 
confidential manner. In response to the new CDC guidelines, mask use at SPC is optional for all 
activities.   
 
PDA’  S  K     PC(USA)   

      U   
: / / . . / / - - - - -
/  

D  R - I  R  P  (DR000156)  
: / / . . / / - - / - /DR000156/?

=PDA =UK22 -ABB  
 
 
 
 

On the First Sunday of September, the church will do a blessing for 
the Newborns in Need donations during the worship service.  
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Living Waters Fall Plant Sale 
 
 
Once again as we approach fall, your Living Waters for the World team will be raising funds for 
SPC’s water purification mission in Guatemala.  
 
Travel restrictions and COVID safety concerns continue to prevent us from returning to 
Guatemala.  However, we keep up with our partners through email and Zoom meetings. Indeed, we 
continue to see God's hand at work with our brothers and sisters in Guatemala, as they faithfully keep 
on providing clean water in their communities. We are inspired to help meet the challenges of 
upgrading their operating standards and equipment as they seek mandated government health 
licensing. 
 
Since 2008, Suffolk Presbyterian Church and our in-country partners have been working together with 
communities in the departments of El Progreso and Chiquimula, each located northeast of Guatemala 
City. Your faithful support has enabled installation of four water purification systems there. Through 
plant sales and donations, our team was able to send $4,500 to support the mission work in 2021. This 
year, we'd like to match that goal and keep more clean water flowing!   
 
Order forms and information will be available in the narthex on Sunday, Sept. 11. Orders will be 
received until Sunday, Oct. 2. Plants will be available for pickup from the church or local delivery on 
Friday, Oct. 7 from 9 to 11 a.m.  
 
There are three ways to place an order: 

1. Place your order form and payment in the church offering plate or hand it to an LWW team 
member by or before Oct. 2. 

2. Mail your order form and payment to Jack Stoughton, 125 Longwood Ave., Suffolk, VA 
23434. Please allow extra time for the mail to be delivered. 

3. Place an order or make a donation through our church website by using our secure credit card 
portal at http://SuffolkPresbyterian.org/support-us/ and choosing Living WatersPlant Sale. Be 
sure to email your order form  or plant selections to jstoughton92@gmail.com. 

 
All orders and payments must be received no later than  5 pm, Sunday, Oct. 2. Make sure your check 
is payable to Suffolk Presbyterian Church, memo LWW.  
  
We thank you in advance for your continued and generous support of this ministry. 
 
 Your Living Waters for the World team, 
 Nancy Cisco, Chris and Skip Irby, Mary Ann and Rob Saunders, Susie and Jack Stoughton 
 

 

 

Clean Up Day 
 

Friday, September 9   
9 am to noon  

 
Join the facilities team to help beautify the church and grounds.  

Refreshments will be provided.  
Please bring any yard tools you have on hand to assist.     
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 Homecoming Sunday to kick off fall activities   

 On Sept. 11, we’ll celebrate the beginning of our fall church season with a special 
Homecoming Sunday.   
  You’re invited to “come home”- back to the fellowship and spiritual home that has nurtured us 
in the past. It’s a chance to recommit to supporting our church and one another now that summer 
vacations are over, school is in session and church activities are gearing up for fall. Homecoming 
Sunday is our opportunity to begin anew. We will worship together, share a meal together and laugh 
together while abiding by the latest COVID safety precautions. The celebration will include a special 
worship service followed by a catered meal and games and activities for all ages. The church will 
provide chicken and a variety of sides, and we will set up an indoor picnic to avoid potential heat and 
rain.   
  While “church” may look a little different as we continue to cope with the coronavirus, the 
foundations are still there. Worship is offered in person and online. Fellowship is provided 
in  spacious areas where social distancing is possible. Mission projects, meetings and activities are 
conducted with safety in mind.  
  Currently, masks are optional and advised for those with health issues. Meetings 
are frequently held on Zoom or a hybrid version of online and in person. Childcare during 
worship  is provided by trained workers who abide by COVID protocols.   
  As we begin the new church season, we will introduce some new activities such as “Church 
Night” and look forward to some of our perennial favorites. On Sept. 12, the Presbyterian  Women 
will resume their monthly meetings at 7 p.m. in the parlor. On Sept. 15, the choir will  return to 
Thursday night rehearsals at 7 p.m. And at 9:45 a.m. on Sept. 18, the adult Sunday School class will 
reconvene in the “green room” (next to the choir room) for discussions of  lectionary-based 
materials.  
  This is a good time to put these back onto your schedule or to try something new. 
Invite a friend and join us on Sept. 11 for the beginning of the fall season.  “Welcome 
home!”  

  

Faith Like a Mockingbird  
 

 This Fall join us for a four week discussion on race and reconciliation 
through Matt Rawle’s study “Faith Like a Mockingbird”.  Books are $10.99 and will 
be available in the coming weeks.  Please read the press release below.  More infor-
mation will be provided in the announcements. 
 Discover your world, God's world, and the world of Atticus Finch.  
 Pastor and author Matt Rawle is on a mission. He sees Christ all around 
him—in books, movies, TV shows, rock music—and he wants to share what he sees. 
As Matt says, "God offers the raw ingredients, and 'culture' is whatever we cook up." 
 In The Faith of a Mockingbird, based on Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird, pastor and au-
thor Matt Rawle uses Lee’s beloved characters to explore Christian faith, theology, and ethics. Join 
Scout, Atticus Finch, Boo Radley, and Tom Robinson in this four-week study considering God’s 
world and what it all means. 
 The Faith of a Mockingbird is part of The Pop in Culture Series of Bible studies in which Matt 
Rawle stirs up a tasty gumbo of insight, humor, and inspiration based on some of your favorite pop 
culture classics. 
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Join us for “Church Night” on Sept. 15 

  Have you been wanting to try something new? Are you looking for someone to share an 
occasional meal? Are you craving fellowship with your church family?  
  You are invited to pack a “bag supper” or pick up a salad or entree at a local eatery and 
come to “Church Night” at 6 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 15. You can dine with members of the 
Spiritual Fellowship group as we discuss concerns of church family members and friends and lift 
them up in prayer.  
  During part of that time, we will focus on our denomination’s season of peace. Afterward, 
you can stay for choir practice at 7 p.m. (maybe you have always wanted to sing but been  afraid to 
try) or sit and continue the discussion of peacemaking with others while listening to the music.   
  Other activities - workshops or study groups, for instance - may be added later for those who 
are interested in making it an evening at church. Come prepared to brainstorm ideas for  other 
activities you would like to see offered.  
  We hope to see you on Sept. 15 for the first “Church Night.”  

Presbyterian Women 
 
Have you ever wondered what God’s intention was for us when 
we were given the gift of Sabbath?  If so, join us on Monday, 
September 12th at 7pm for our Hybrid PW Horizons Bible Study 
“Celebrating Sabbath: Accepting God’s Gift of Rest and De-
light”.  During our year long study, Carl M Bechtel will discuss 
various themes of Sabbath and encourage us to consider a deeper 
Sabbath experience.  Each session will include a recorded DVD 
presentation led by the author followed by group discussion and a 
brief business meeting.  For September’s meeting we will be dis-
cussing the Introduction: God offers us a gift and Lesson One: 
Sabbath and Celebration.  The scripture focus is Matthew 11:28-
12:13 and the key idea includes the following: 

 
As Lord of Sabbath, Jesus invites all of us who are weary to celebrate a Sabbath that is 
more about “yes” than “no”. 

 
Everyone is invited to attend.  Copies of “Celebrating Sabbath: Accepting God’s Gift of Rest and De-
light” are available in the Narthex for $10.   
 
You do not need a study to take part in our monthly meetings.  Please see the Zoom link below to 
join online: 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82820638938?pwd=M3hNRnFSdkNmZWJzTjhOT05YcVZaZz09  

 
Meeting ID: 828 2063 8938 
Passcode: 752230 
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September 2022 
Suffolk Presbyterian  Church  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
 
6 PM Spiritual 
Fellowship 

2 3 

4 
 
Communion 
Sunday 
10 AM Choir 
Practice 
11 AM Worship 

5 
Labor Day 

Office Closed  

6 7 8 
 
Leadership 
Retreat 

 

9 
 
9 AM to Noon 
Church  Clean 
Up  

10 

11 
10 AM Choir 
Practice 
11 AM Worship 
12 PM 
Homecoming 
Sunday  
 
Plant Sale 
Orders Start 

12 
 
7 PM 
Presbyterian 
Women 

13 14 15 
 
6 PM Church 
Night 
7 PM Choir 
Practice 

16 17 

18 
 
9:45 AM Adult 
Sunday School 
10 AM Choir 
Practice 
11 AM Worship 

19 20 21 
 
7 pm Session 
Meeting (Zoom) 

22 
 
6 PM Spiritual 
Fellowship 
7 PM Choir 
Practice 

23 24 

25 
 
9:45 AM Adult 
Sunday School 
10 AM Choir 
Practice 
11 AM Worship 

26 27 28 29 
 
6 PM Spiritual 
Fellowship 
7 PM Choir 
Practice 

30  
October 2—
Plant Sale 
Orders End 
 
October 7— 
Plant Sale 
Pickup and 
Delivery,  
9 to 11 am 



Suffolk  
Presbyterian Church 

 
Reverend Julie Sterling 

Pastor 
 

Church Office:  
757.539.3213  

 
Office E-mail: 

office.suffolkpcusa@verizon.net 
E-Mail:  

suffolkpcusa@verizon.net 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
9:45 AM 

WORSHIP 
11 AM 

Suffolk Presbyterian Church 
410 North Broad Street 
Suffolk, Virginia 23434 

 

Upcoming Events:  
 

September 8—Leadership Retreat 
September 9—Church Clean Up Day 

September 11—Homecoming Sunday  
September 12—Presbyterian Women 

September 15—Church Night  
September 21—Session Meeting 

 
Thursdays—Spiritual Fellowship  

Thursdays (beginning September 15)—Choir Practice 
Sundays (beginning September 18) - Adult Sunday School   

 Find us on Facebook 
 Search for Suffolk Presbyterian 

Church 

Visit our website! 
suffolkpresbyterian.org 

 

 

Suffolk  
Presbyterian Church 

 
Reverend Julie Sterling 

Pastor 
 

Church Office:  
757.539.3213  

 
Office E-mail: 

office@suffolkpresbyterian.org 
Pastor E-Mail:  

pastor@suffolkpresbyterian.org  
 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

9:45 AM (beginning 9/18) 

CHOIR PRACTICE 
10 AM 

WORSHIP 
11 AM  


